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TR B B0 0 S AL P T i 8 ARAR T 406l -12p35 il -
12p40.,il-15 . ebi3 \il-34 3% 6 A~ 75 5¢ 4 T i 1] 132 #E
(open reading frames, ORF ) () A2 3L A 351, FF%F
T 4 5 R R At B AR A4 D AP P R g 5 B v
R IRBE AT RIVEWE B0, BN TRA
WFFE A 2R AR BB e 4 FQACHA i B e R v A 40
FAILHI B HE At
1 #MRlERE
1.1 R sr el

AT R 2 B BEBIE 5 O W B IR B 4 (47.0E
1.2) g WY&t e 7K IR R 26~28 “CHIZK IR L 10 em )
KRR TRAE . BRI 2 YR ML OB ) 1h BT
B8 355 17 2 0 A 2 ) o R IBCAE R T i BRE AR 1Y
g 0T o BT A a0 A v S sh A B
ARV A We 2R 1 st ie
1.2 F3aH

Helit 106 0015 il-12p35 il -12p40 ebi3 il 341
J¥ o5 M ¥ fE JE P 4] (GenBank % ¢ %
AONE00000000.1) FI 4 i £ 5 56 % I 52 A 8 68
S A HRARAS | O o i PR S R S Y 4 1Y IE
P, ok B AL A i AR [R] 5L A 1 e 1 A NCBI s
J& (https: //www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) T #k , 7F Expasy
(https://www.expasy.org/ ) F| | ProParam #E£ 7 il
Xof 7 G B £ 1 A ) A e e o, A4 O T i
BE TR 20 ORI E A5F HL L, AT Tdent and Sim 99 3k
(http://www. bioinformatics. org/sms2/ident_sim. ht-
ml) 3 B B fi 1At ) ol 22 ) g 5 DA B R
MEGA 6 $: v i) Q8422 12 g g 1 6 A0 JFC At 40y o i A
1 R G HART
1.3 {EREEEA AR

R T E 2 AVR IR A AT 4 E mRNA K kK
1 22 5, DA 6 2 it g v G TR OB I (BR) O
JIE(H) i (1) (L) (JBL(SP) VH (KD B2 ik (SK)
FWLP (M) 8 Flt AN [] (4 2H 2L, Tt A\ Trizol 15 b Jf:
1E—80 CHM T IRAE JH THRIBCE RNA, #4210y
S RNA F MonScript™ RTIII Super Mix with dsDN-
ase (Monad, H1 [ 75 M ) 385 & 47 B3 sk 5 s —
B cDNA.

1.4 WAEINFKKFHEERKE

R T ORI A B R S B 6 A R AR By R
KR, P QN T AT R R i . T
TR I, BN R IR F) £ 587 43 B A0 T, O AE
R FRai A7 AR AL BIA M PCR 2> T8 o R )5, IR
LB} FE 5, 37 °C 220 v/min 15 3545 [ B 4T
Wo ¥ 10F5HABERG BE 1 mL A0 BRI VA T, I35 BT
76 LB 3R P-4l I, 05 4 LA TR v B . il
7 ST 200 pL AESFEHE (110" CFU/mL) 1)
AE IO T, o B BE BEAL 70 Ry B 5 OCRF HREH) |
1.4.24 172 hall, B4110 BB, 7EM R S04 F GREYE K
1 26~28 °C .pH 6.5~8.5 . % fift 4 =3 mg/L. . & <0.1
mmol/L . G L) Foo . L5H AL FRIRGE R  FE 1
SF I (R AR]85, DK 5 R B e v SO S0 06 £ 1Y) D
(K) JHHE(SP) R[] B Ji i (D S8 e e . Frfy
FE b ER A A TE — 80 "CUkA HI T4 U RNA . K48l
1 & RNA H MonScript TM RTII Super Mix with
dsDNase (Monad , H & 75 M ) 3857 &5 25 47 5 5% st A Rl
55 —4 cDNA.

1.5 KHEEZPCR (qRT-PCR)

EF 6N ZELEIFH, i A Primer Pre-
mier 5.0 B T qRT-PCR (48 SEvED 14, I 64T
TR 5, DA O B A 5 | D #FRE 4 cDNA(FE 1) .
R T AN () 5 PR A R X 2% 1k 7K SF-, )R SO o il
Lk, B EF-la NS SR 1T 5058 DR X 3%
M

R FHRFAMEESY
Table 1 Primers used in the study

FE[H NAGEILY] AEEIL]
Gene Forward primer Reverse primer
‘ CGGTGTGAAGCAGCT-  GCAGAGTGGTTC-
o la CATCGT CAGTGGCATT
' CCACCTGGAAACAC-  CCAACAAGTGAAGA-
i GACTAC CAAGCC
_ _ ACATCACCACCAT- CTGTTGTGCCG-
il712p35 CATTCC CATACG
. TCCAAACAAACAGG-  CATAAGGAGAAGTC-
i-12p0 TAGGC CACATT
o CTGTAGCAGAGA-  TAAGACACAAAGCCA-
4715 AAGGCATC CACCT
. CTTGACTCTCT- GAAGCGGAT-
<bis GTTCCTGGC GAAGAGTTAGG
_ TTCCAAAGTCTAC- CAAGAAACCCAAG-
i3 CAAACGG TAGCAGA
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ST B Y R o O A AR 22,
SPSS 16.0 8 4% Bt AT HE B R AR A 22 57 1 35 P
K 5 43§ (One-Way ANOVA, Duncan’s %) , ¥*P<<
0.05,**P<<0.01 £/~ ik 3 B Z KV, BAG ¥ E
i FH GraphPad Prism 8 #4255

2 FERE5HMH

21 FHI4HE

61> 14 N Y GenBank & 55 Pl [ 12 HE
(ORF) gt s e i 1< B 8 1 i e 40 e F 3
S (pD) AU L2 2. TP BEHE K BE L 612
bp £ 1 059 bp A%, 43 5l 4 fiHh 203~352 M2 LR , 53
F i 2 23.26~40.50 ku, & A 5HL IS & AT
5.20~8.95,

22 REXRBFXRRMBUES
ARGt R, BEEERY 6 Fh A R R S HAD
Py A R B SR AE TR — 43 32, mi B 1) . AE
HHESI ) T 79 o BRTE A0 M PH 11 L A A 2 AR
NN AR LT RR A 44, A5 16 F111L-12p35;
1L.-15; 1L-34; IL-12p40 1 EBI3, & % (4 6 Ff 1/ %
5 @ B B HE 10 (Oreochromis niloticus ) B X v 5 K] 3t
b6 F i, O oAb 0 2 B R 2 A U
(Xenopus tropicalis) N

TEAR A B 43 A v, 1L -6 1L -12p35  IL-15,,
IL-12p40 . EBI3 #l TL-34 5 2k H H A4 Fh 14 [F] 5 2 1
JEARAL, FRABLEE Ry 27.05%~81.19% (£ 3) . HBIME
RS RE LT ONER—8, BEE6 AN
B 5% B R A N AR U AR e, B
fif 11.-34 % (4 5 )2 B % i 11.-34 2 (0940 U0 B
LIk E81.19%
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Table 2 Sequence characterization of six interleukins in swamp eel

B GenBank & 575 TR AL/ bp AL 53 F Bt /ku HEAF A
Gene GenBank accession No. ORF Length of amino acid Molecular weight Theoretical pI
il-6 XM _020606781.1 702 233 25.85 5.20
il=12p35 XM _020615649.1 633 210 23.26 6.30
il=12p40 XM _020594563.1 1059 352 40.50 8.95
il-15 XM _020591821.1 612 203 23.41 5.33
ebi3 XM _020614053.1 747 248 27.33 8.12
il-34 XM _020604406.1 657 218 25.66 8.22
xR3 BHEIMEHEANANREQNBLIEILE
Table 3 Similarity comparison between vertebrate six interleukin proteins %
HEH Je B Bk Aty ERA I 11 SE AT 40, s T A
Protein Oreochromis niloticus Haplochromis burtoni Astatotilapia calliptera Xenopus tropicalis Homo sapiens
1L-6 46.28 40.16 43.44 32.32 34.55
1L-12p35 61.50 60.00 60.48 31.05 32.66
1L-12p40 74.72 73.30 73.02 42.06 35.33
IL-15 49.51 46.98 47.65 27.05 30.00
EBI3 76.89 74.50 74.50 41.43 41.60
1L.-34 81.19 79.82 79.36 31.14 36.18

2.3 ERAERESEBRMILLEST

A NCBI A Ensembl 25041 12 53 4 6 1~ 86 (14
REYFEDI A FE N Z54 . 4521 R, 31X 61> s i A 3R
FED B BRI 2 2540 5 Je B %0 A £ A TRl £ (Hap-
lochromis burtoni) F1 3¢ 4F Wi 1 (Astatotilapia callip-
tera) HL . HEE 16 BA SR FRANNE T

(I 2A) ,il-12p35 il -12p40 FN il 344155 74 Hh B
6N T (I 2B . 2C M1 2F) ,il-15 Fil ebi3 BA 645k
BFMSADNE T (K 2D 2E)

X HERY 6 4> A 2R IR AT 00, OF S5 AL
HE 3 4 19 A I R R AT R, DA i 5 DR ) I
Eesggrm (B 3) o dl6 fE a2 iy B iiF 55 I RAP-
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L Homo sapiens 1L-12p35 NP 001341511.1
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100
100
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99
100

100
100
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100
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— Xenopus tropicalis 1L-34 XP 012817098.1
66— Homo sapiens 1L-34 NP 001380422.1

100 99— Xenopus tropicalis EBI3 XP 017946498.1
L Homo sapiens EBI3 XP 011525921.1

— Xenopus tropicalis 1L-12p40 XP 031754538.1
B3l — Homo sapiens 1L-12p40 NP 002178.2

96

100

100
99

Haplochromis burtoni 1L-6 XP 005939630
Astatotilapia calliptera 1L-6 XP 026011309.1
Oreochromis niloticus 1L-6 XP 019205932.1
[ ] Monopterus albus 1L-6 XP 020462437.1

IL-6/1L-12p35

@ Monopterus albus 1L-12p35 XP 020471305.1
Oreochromis niloticus 1L-12p35 XP 025754154.1
Haplochromis burtoni 1L-12p35 XP 005930092.2
Astatotilapia calliptera 1L-12p35 XP 026047601.1
Homo sapiens 1L-15 NP 000576.1 b
Xenopus tropicalis 1L-15 NP 001120530.1
.Manuplerus albus 1L-15 XP 020447477.1
Oreochromis niloticus 1L-15 XP 019215541.1
Haplochromis burtoni 1L-15 XP 005932393.1
Eastern happy 1L-15 AOA3P8R6S9 B
Haplochromis burtoni 1L-34 XP 014191228.1 ]
Astatotilapia calliptera 1L-34 XP 026028770.1
Oreochromis niloticus 1L-34 XP 019216320.1
o Monopterus albus 1L-34 XP 020460062.1

IL-15

1L-34

Haplochromis burtoni 1L-12p40 XP 014187344.1 ]
Astatotilapia calliptera 1L-12p40 XP 026035746.1
Oreochromis niloticus 11.-12p40 XP 003445968.1

@ Monopterus albus 1L-12p40 XP 020450219.1

IL-12p40/EBI3

@ Monopterus albus EBI3 XP 020469709.1
Oreochromis niloticus EBI3 XP 003442867.1
Haplochromis burtoni EBI3 XP 005934422.1
Astatotilapia calliptera EBI3 XP 026008711.1
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Fig.1 Phylogenetic trees of six interleukin proteins in swamp eel and other species
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SH3TC2 F1 ADRB2A) Fl T iif (EBF1,
CLINTIA FILSMI11) (1 3C) . BT ANFILLJERG
T GABI F1 USP38 14 I3 F1 %% 3% J 1] A [f]
2, KR ZH 15 B R AR SF 1 (B 3D) o ebi3 1E
i 25 AU T LR Ui SR I ODF312A Fi CRLFIA
FEARSFI (FBE) o il-34 1 37 3k R SE3B3 785 HE
sy (E3F).
24 HHEAREEXSW

R TR il 6 il-12p35 L il-12p40 . il-15 | ebi3 il

il-34 7t v 6 v i 41 21
IX S L PR Y 3R A K P R AT E
SR B 66 () BT AT 8 AN AU R ik (&1 4) , Hor il 6 1€
G A I T IR 2 R Gk (B 4A) o M Z R L il-
12p35 78 gy v (1A 3 15 B I8 5 B3 B JBR ARG =2 A 113
A LU(E 4B) . 5HABLL LM I, il-12p40 78 B F1
LR 3 Gk (&1 4C) o I Ah , id-15 Fl ebi3 7R L
-4 A AN e R s, H R a1 A0 BE iR
PO 2R IR 3 T E (T AD) | ebi3 76 18 A1 AN
R IE B T (B 4E) o i34 120 iE
RSB EESTHEIRA R RE

(K 4F)

kS, fH QRT-PCR Xf
AT . 3X 64> 3 PR 7E f
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91 174 99 477 . 142 1074 275 111 164
Monopterus albus S 5 . Monopterus albus 3 o 0 n n N
Oreochromis nileti 87 N 103 420 o 62 32 119 156 104 1 126
reochromis niloticus 1 o o o B Oreochromis niloticus T o N n o N o
A
Haplochromis burtoni 36 227 Ll Haplochromis burtoni 113 127 156 108 14 136
1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
I, 562 126 156 108 114 136
) 95 125 0 s ;
Astatetilapia caliptera : 2 11:]4 402 Astatotilapia calliptera T . - 0 " 3
84 132 367 119 213 302 4375 605 234 941 259
Monopterus albus I 1 T T n o Monapterus albus 0 i 0 0 0
97 9 267 86 154 240 . 4617 2084 1372 643 188
y o Oreoch iloticus
. Oreochromis niloticus 1 T T T n g D Oreochromis niloticus 0 o 0 0 0
3047 mi 1276 695 174
Haplochromis burtoni 20 88 275 86 152 243 Haplochromis burtoni
1 T i T 0 i 0 it 0 0 0
D 89 % 272 86 150 243 Astatotilapia calliptera 3635 257 1255 60 175
Astatotilapia calliptera 1 1 I T 0 51y otitap ipte 0 g 0 0 0
> 419 100 450 169 457 Momopterus albus 8495 822 314 2959 304 1447
Monopterus albus I T . T 5 ; : 1 o N N 0 1
o 192 140 619 131 600 F  Oreochromis niloticus ”;5 461 154 2170 4058 799
Oreochromis niloficus 0 0 0 0 1
E 1 his 0 I 0
Haplochromis burtoni 1“138 452 1;4 z?.sr- 4::)75 me]
Haplochromis burtoni 192 143 539 122 511 0
I o 0 I 0 . " 11078 454 120 2042 5807, 800
Astatotilapia calliptera 1 N n o N 1
sstatotilapia callipt 192 142 560 122 612
Astatotilapia calliptera 1 o 5 T .

A:il=65B:il-12p35;C:il-12p40;D:il- 155 E 1 ebi3; F :il-34. MERFIN R, N & FBFAH LS D80T o | AR & —F 19 B R X R
INGY B RE SR A PR ZRZR ). The black box represents the exon, the intron reality is shown in Roman numerals, and the base pair siz-
es of the exon and intron are shown in the middle of the black box and above the black line, respectively.
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Fig.2 Genomic gene organization of six interleukin genes in swamp eel and other animals
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A:il=63B:1l-12p35;C il 12p40; D21l =15 E 1 ebi3; F il 34. Wi o8 pOEE I R HESE o, AN R A BE DS RS IR B 6, 3878 REZR A Sk Fm
SERRE T o 25 ARESRORFE AP TR A BRI, A2 AR e oA, 22 A BCT R IT R A 2L 4. The studied genes are high-
lighted by big boxes, different genes are represented by different colors, and the frame arrows represent the direction of gene transcription. The
blank frame indicates that the gene exists but its name is not clear, the horizontal line represents chromosome, and the number on the line repre-

sents the number of genes at intervals.

B3 EFE#&EREE
Fig.3 Schematic representation of gene synteny
25 NIMAERBRENERRIETZN A8 FE L IF AT 23T BLG 5 KH o i N B 3R 3k 5 Rk
O 6 R L B R IR R R RN R R R T B AR (K 5) . e RA
Q25 2k A PR RO S T MR IR 1 h, il-12p35 18 3 AN 41 3 ik
RO 3 Ao IOUME A R H 2 AR B IE SR S, (P<<0.05) , BRitk Z 4b ,dl-15 TE i i 2 2 bW, il-
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Al 63B:il-12p35;C il -12p40; D il 15 E 1 ebi3; F il 34. EF ~1afE hy N 25 kb Ak , 1 AR AR 3% 3 PF 26k KO HE T, A EASTR]
FHFRRZEF B E (P<0.05), EF-la was used as the reference gene to standardize gene expression. The abscissa is sorted according to the
level of gene expression. Different letters mean significant differences (P<<0.05). BR: i Brain; H:.(» i Heart; I: i Intestine; L : iT Liver;
SP . JI¥ Spleen; K: ¥ Kidney; SK: Bz Jik Skin; M : JJLIA Muscle.
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Fig.4 Expression pattern of six interleukin genes in various tissue in healthy swamp eel
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A:il6;B:il-12p35;C 1l -12p40; D1l =155 E: ebi3; F -1l <34, W35V il 20 15 X0 BRAHL (] 1) LU HR S5 2R . P << 0.05, **. P <C 0.01, The re-
sults were compared between the experimental group and the control group, *. P <C 0.05,**. P <C 0.01. 1: I Intestine; SP: { Spleen; K:
Kidney.
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Fig.5 Gene expression of six interleukin genes in response to A. veronii challenges
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P RS 72 h,il-12p40 48 S WA FRR I A A AR NG & 7 B0 OB R0 SR 0 A I
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T A R A D RE RN A 0 2 PR B 15 B S 4
W, BARE S e F 2B P Wh5E 17 IL-6.1L-12
FIIL-15, {H J2& 56 F EBI3 M1 1L-34 B BFFE AR 10170
AWFFLASHT T B 1 #Y o M2 40 g Y 7 (IL-6, IL-
12p35.1L-12p40, IL-15 . EBI3 F1 IL-34) i 5 51 A5 4iF
SIS ERY AT bl S TN LU ST | R A T
.

6 N EEPR B R 454G o A R B, Je B B AR
—ANEAMY ST ) T Y e A T B0 A
2 i i — B A i R N B DI 5E A
2 RANE T 2 NG 2 FANE 5 3, BB AE e B %
et fb B, il-12p35 Fe P S5 A v AL sk B T 3
o ALY AR YAl i ( Takifugu rubripes) 19 IL-34 WA
FMA G &1 AL A B T 5 8 & 8K
o FEAE 5 B B A A DR — 3, BT T R R AE
TP DR S B s . SR T oA ) — 3
R TS A7 B FR 6 FE R 4 ] 6 D] A2k
Mo T2 IL -15 b AE b Ak F A ORSF I SE A

AURIREE R R | TEAR PR 19 B8 vh /-6 (ks
RLT 2 L SUHR P 114, AR K v i) e S KPS e
F il -6 MM B2 IAEAE A DG . JRHiE , 7ETR
T W7 4 (Cyclopterus lumpus 1L.) K TG K H
(Hippoglossus hippoglossus 1..) I Hp A5 =5 7K F-
(10610 [RIIHE SR BT ST b, B 40 A TE T
BIREARA- 1Y il 6 Fe3k" 3% 5 AR 5345 B — 3K
il -6 FE I HE A () 28 B AIG, 434 T DAL Oy T -6 2412 4 4
HL R, KSR T I 4 2 4 i, - S SO I
AR I HLE T IL-6 © A 40 007 28 3 JFF T 5 ™ o
JEREBAR R . MO PR B il-10 A il 200 7 5 i
{1 JF AU+t IR R BLG #  il-12p35 e A B
B g i 8 b R GA 5 EE (-17a/f1 W BFSE A5 R —
HULHHTTRES 5 T B0 G , Aok 1y S 1A L
BB RPEVE Y L il-12p40 76 W v il 36 3k 1 B
[ =P B SRl | R A= R R b L A= P 1) AR Lo
55 ORGP 1) v 0, 3R W L 5 0 0 1) R S M R IR
WA Ko dl-15 Fil-34 76 JU-F i A7 41 4 v s v i 3
K, IF HLAE O ME P BT i 0 1 A KO, 5 g
il-17d [l Fe AR 33 3 W T RELE I G 3F 2R
Gl AEH . ebi3 TEARPEHLURNE PR L, X 5
NFIN R ebi3 Fe ik ALY ML R #4024 (1) 3 1fn 20
2, R B R SN R RPEARE | ebi3 TERNE 3k &
T AT RE H S 5 R e R ARE S G

N T ARG A A SR e it B 6 4 [ A B A

(18 B 92 7 A VR T, A 3 6 ) 4 G A= T R Js T 53
JRRYL G A 6 > A R IR P R B AR, Z5R
71N, 55O BRZE AR L, 24 DG BR D T 179 0 VK A% 52 i) 6
AR W FRIL , R EATE R EERD A A0
JE B P T Bl b ROV OBV E o B 42-6 1 X 4E IR
SR I AR B3k ) (Megalobrama ambly-
cephala) il T W K P B 1) 22 3k B 2B, 4
SAE R 4 bR 6 h B 7 JRUE rh AR A5 B 2 Y R
ik, I HAER R (Tupaia belangeri) H g 2 # (LPS)
HIUT 3 h 3R AT fk 2k 2 3 e W 4/-6 16 40 T R g
(14 50 i Be Bl BT R AR B2 M 75 T R A, T BBl T4
PR R e s LA T S S IR 2 A5 & N -
kB A MAPK Gl % 56 KB (55 i, LR 1L-
6 . TNFa S5 {2 R AL N T 158 . il-12p35 PRI YL
1 h I 7 o 856 1Y 3 2 21 ik B e R W 3 Rk il-
12p40 16 3D HLVP R RIBFFEE BT, X — 458 S
(Cyprinus carpio ) TE LPS R il-12p35 W F XA
YUJ5 2 bk B 7 W 11T 1£-12p40 FF KB W18 i i 45

— 3 KW il-12p35 5 5 T XPUAN R KR Gy I
N7 P A B B T 20 -12p4.0 F5 22 1 20 B 55 18035 217 o
BHE 1/ -15 TEIR YL 2 IR S 1 RIBROR 5 Sk
AR 2", LA A A O o e v S 5 AN A
R H S 5T 2 4 21 b JE A8 e 1 4 928 I
N o EBI3 J&— 7 HAT {2 2 FIIT A8 A 1 22 300 PE 4
I AR D R B TS IR BE ™ ebi3 A 8 B
i 38 P B R T W AE 050 TR S 1 h AT 4 h
I 7 B JUEE R v 3k B i KT o RIS 1 hi
BRI P A SR RS A fe R, IR B 216.07 475, EBI3 A
HE 8 1 A7 INK T 41 if! (invariant nature killer T cell,
INKT) # D BE 2 9 Th2 S e ) , 175 5 Th2 /v 5 /Y
RAE R ARB AR AR R 2 il-34 1E B g
TE MU F A 2 R R SR I N O 1835 3R AR AE
JHE TR A 35 Rk T A R YL AR AR BT 1 (Flavo-
bacterium columnare) J& , WENEH il-34 9 3R 5 bt ¢
LRI ARG S 72 hik B R H (BRI J5 12 h
{1 B P 2 R BN A A b T RS R TR
A T6) 1 3 2 T 0 FH A [m] 124 40 R 3 it A 2
(1. BUBEIL-34 Ml figi@ L 5 CSF-IRZ5 G il k 2 5%
T i, DA Y I A L ) R BT A Eh e i 0k
AT TR . A, 3 18 37 2k O R R RO SR
IL-10 28 J& A IL-17 58 % Jk AL i R ik 1 B 3% B
PHHT R (A RN S5 T e R A R
IR 3 6 , R4 B B 32 M A SR 1) 2 28 L O AE
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Sequence characterization and expression analysis of six interleukin
genes of type I a-helix cytokines in Monopterus albus

XIE Meng"*,ZHANG Zhehua',ZHOU Jiang', XU Qiaoqing',ZOU Yuanchao®

1. Engineering Research Center of Ecology and Agricultural Use of Wetland ,
Yangtze University,Jingzhou 434024, China;
2.Conservation and Utilization of Fishes Resources in the Upper Reaches of the
Yangtze River Key Laboratory of Sichuan Province/College of Life Sciences ,
Neijiang Normal University, Neijiang 641100, China

Abstract To understand the molecular mechanism of interleukin in Monopterus albus against
Aeromonas veronii infection , the sequence characteristics of six interleukin genes including /-6, i/-12p35 , il -
12p40,il-15, €bi3 and i/-34 and their coded proteins in M. albus were analyzed by bioinformatics method ,
and the expression patterns of these genes in healthy and A. veronii infected M. albus were analyzed by real-
time quantitative PCR (qRT-PCR). The results showed that the amino acids sequences of six interleukin
proteins had the highest similarity and the closest evolutionary relationship with those of tilapia. The gene
structure of six interleukin genes was basically the same as that of other fish. Synteny analysis showed that
1[-15 was relatively conserved in evolution. Interleukin genes were expressed in different tissues of healthy
M. albus. Compared with the control group, the expression of interleukin genes changed significantly after
A. wveronii infection. Among them, /-6, i/-12p35 and ebi3 were involved in the early stage of antibacterial
immune response of M. albus. The results showed that i/, il-12p35 , il-12p40,il-15, ebi3 and i[-34 genes
all played a regulatory role in the immune defense of M. albus against pathogen invasion.

Keywords Monopterus albus; Aeromonas veronii; interleukin; gene structure; expression analysis ;

immune defense
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