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The conservative sequences and secondary structure of PipX
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Table 1 Analysis of sequence and physicochemical property of PipX in cyanobacteria
b BH®RE  (G+ 0) TARE TR MRS ARG IR RN R SR R
Species Number of  FEE/K43%0 Number of Molecular Theoretical Instability —Aliphatic ~ Grand average
P nucleotides X+ /% amino acids weight/ ku pl index index of hydropathicity
Synechococcus elongatus 270 52.59 ) 10. 53 8.97 45.91 83.37 0.330
PCC7942 : : : : : e
Anabaena sp. PCC7120 279 41.94 R 11.02 7.91 52.57 80. 4 - 0.599
Trichodesmium erythracum )0 36. 46 11.51 9.77 61.23 93.26 - 0.503
IMS 101
Nodularia spumigena
CCY9414 279 39. 80 10. 95 7.92 47.16 75.22 - 0.527
Lyngbya sp. PCC8106 270 42.22 10. 56 8.98 59.41 85.39 - 0.331
Microcoleus chthonop lastes
PCCT420 264 43.18 10. 27 9.03 53. 66 85. 17 - 0.294
Crocosphaera watsonii
WHS501 270 35.93 89 10. 67 6.72 56.07 100. 79 - 0.135
Cyanothece sp. ATCC51142 270 33.70 89 10. 77 8. 82 47.00 87.53 - 0.335
Sy nechocy stis sp. PCC6803 267 40. 07 88 10. 45 8. 85 39.78 93. 18 - 0.220
Synechococcus sp. RCC307 267 56. 55 88 10. 42 8.98 73.31 68. 75 - 0.426
Prochlor ococeus mar inus 273 38.83 90 10. 67 7.94 53.61 71. 56 0. 443
MIT 9211 ' : : ' : T
Gloedbacter vidaceus 276 52.54 91 10. 68 9.51 47.04 107. 14 0.001
PCC7421
F4{H Mean 273 42.83 0] 10. 71 8.62 53.06 85. %9 - 0.345
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Fig.2 Alignment for pipX clusters in 13 species of cyanobacteria

erythraeum IMS101 24— B A% .40 Mo A 5~
S I U Crocosphaera watsonii
WHS8501 Al Cyanothece sp. ATCC51142 Jy — 2K
BE DA%
25 AT

%} 16S rDN A PipX.P 0 Fl NtcA 44T T
B A, o =3 B B AR BEAT T0L00 A INF A B )
o NCBI 24k = Blastp &5 9+ JL-F- B 5 W0k,
AR 242 A [R5 30% LA R Fr. 2R )5, 76T

100

78
100

)M G R LA L HEAT Bl Ak, 159 3 B 4 1 kAL
B

R 16S rDNA J& SR HEAL B4, BT 23 Fi i
SR A 7 A0 AT 08, 25 R LI 3. &5 B O[]
R T8 WS 40 B A7 T— A 43 3, [l 205 40 Jif
WEAH AL T-55 — N Lo SRR AN v A ik W4
2 Tyt B R WE A B T ) N ER Ay 3,
v, B 2 PO GOk AR AR W I WS A1 B, A AL
WIS HRREAT T i1k

Anabaena sp. PCCT120

Anabaena variabilis ATCC29413
Nostoc punctiforme ATCC29133
Nodularia spumigena CCY9414

Trichodesmium erythraeum IMS101
490|E Lyngbya sp. PCC8106
94 100 Arthrospira.CS-328

Microcoleus.PCC7420

97

86

Crocosphaera watsonii Wh8501

Cyanothece sp. PCC7424
Synechocystis sp. PCC6803
Microcystis aeruginosa N1ES-843

100
i'E Cyanothece sp. ATCC51142
89 Cyanothece sp. PCC8801
72

97

89

Acaryochloris marina MBIC11017

100 Synechococcus sp. JA-2-3

Synechococcus sp. JA-3-3

Gloeobacter violaceus PCC7421

Thermosynechococcus elongatus BP-1
—— Synechococcus elongatus PCC6301

100 '—— Synechococcus elongatus PC.C7942

[ Prochlorococcus
100—— Synechococcus

3 16S rDNA
Fig. 3 Phylogenetic tree of 16S rDNA homologs
H i PipX LR P 4 I BEAG A, B T IR b (R 2 b, B AR A6 B AR Y 2 1H Gloeoba cter
THI—FFI1) 23 Tl Ak 16 427 503847 55 B, 45 8 DLIEl violaceus PCC7421 A1 T hermosynechococcus elon2
4o SRIURIFE T NtcA AR 75 i gatus BP21, X 38 WAL BT A 34 40 B 1 4L [R] #H 56 st
B, 25 R 5 o PipX il NteA 1X 2 MR EL C& 741 PipX Ml NtcA, 1M HAx Bl 5 K ik 40
FAE TR AN, OF HEArE TIRAI A R 28 Bh i k. NtcA Al PipX HE AL I # 4 &5



52

b L K 2 2

Eird 029 3

P 585 A TE 16S rDNA HEAb A4 (10 71 b 45 A A AL,
FL b 25 S0 0B I KA I 40 4 25 R A AL B R
Ko

et PO 2B IR 7 41 1 330 A RF ENF, R ke 1) J
5 PipX M NtcA 5 —riZnl. BA PipX Al NtcA
HAFAET HEA B, PO AUNAFAE T 305 40 18 3 17
T Hm%ﬁ¢iﬁﬁfﬁﬁi%ﬁﬁﬁ¢ﬁﬁ
ANMFJEFI PO B . TREECT FIH 23 F s 4
Hrh MR A 2 A PO U7 41 (an Cyanoth2

ece sp. PCC7424., Lyngbya sp. PCC8106. Acaryo2
chloris marina MBIC11017. Gloeobacter violaceus
PCC7421 X 4 Fiii 40 1) , 53 AN R T A2 T i 4
W) 4 DK E R ANE, 2R A 6. 7
IR VAR TV TR #05 Ab  FE A B8 I Bl 8 3 g (¥ 4k 37 4y
UL T S WA R R & S R T rm. K6 B
AN AN EA 2 AN PO, 1 4 NP A
PO Ht AL THOE 493, 53— PO A 4 3 )
AET R S 125 o e 3 S

100 Anabaena sp. PCC7120
100 Anabaenavariabilis ATCC29413
Nodularia spumigena CCY9414
Nostoc punctiforme ATCC29133
02 98 Crocosphaera watsonii Wh8501

54

Cyanothece sp. ATCC51142
Cyanothece sp. PCC8801

Synechocystis sp. PCC6803
—— Cyanothece sp. PCC7424

48

50——— Microcystis aeruginosa NIES-843

Microcoleus chthonoplastes PCC7420

[ Trichodesmium erythraeum IMS101

R
63

Lyngbya sp. PCC8106
Arthrospira maxima CS-328

53

—0

Thermosynechococcus elongatus BP-1
Synechococcus sp. JA-3-3Ab
Synechococcus sp. JA-2-3B
Gloeobacter violaceus PCC7421
Acaryochloris marina MBIC11017

— Synechococcus elongatus PCC7942

100——— Synechococcus elongatus PCC6301

— Prochlorococcus

100——— Synechococcus

4 PipX

Fig.4 Phylogenetic

77

80
—C =
100
I
98

tree of PipX homologs

Anabaena sp. PCC7120

Nostoc punctiforme ATCC29133
Anabaena variabilis ATCC29413
Nodularia spumigena CCY9414
Crocosphaera watsonii WH8501
Cyanothece sp. ATCC51142
Cyanothece sp. PCC8801

85

Cyanothece sp. PCC7424

38

Microcystis aeruginosa N1ES-843

41

Synechocystis sp. PCC6803

Microcoleus chthonoplastes PCC7420
Trichodesmium erythraeum IMS101

61

64IW|:

Lyngbya sp. PCC8106
Arthrospira maxima CS-328
Acaryochloris marina MBIC11017

Thermosynechococcus elongatus BP-1
Gloeobacter violaceus PCC7421
— Synechococcus sp. JA-2-3B

39

100—— Synechococcus sp. JA-3-3Ab
— Synechococcus elongatus PCC7942

100 Synechococcus elongatus PCC6301
— Prochlorococcus

5 NtcA

100—— Synechococcus

Fig.5 Phylogenetic tree of NtcA homologs



%1 7k

g &

WANE 5 PO BB NteA B FATEAE ¥ PipX & AR A5 K2 23 i 53

gu—86 Anabaena sp. PCCT120
62|_|_|: Unabaena variabilis ATCC29413
Nostoc punctiforme ATCC29133

100

100

L Nodularia spumigena CCY9414
Thermosynechococcus elongatus BP-1
Microcoleus chthonoplastes PC(C7420
71: Crocosphaerawatsonii Wh8501
Cyanothecesp. ATCC51142
Cyanothece sp. PCC8801
57: Cyanothece sp. PCC7424, PCCT7424DRAFT_2745
Microcystis aeruginosa NIES-843
61 Synechocystis sp. PCC6803
Acaryochiloris marina MBIC11017, AM1_3158
Arthrospira maxima CS-3
Lyngbya sp. PCC 8106, L8106_23605
Trichodesmium erythraeum IMS101
Synechococcus elongatus PCC 7942
Synechococcus elongatus PCC 6301
—— Synechococcus sp. JA-2-3Ba
100 Synechococcus sp. JA-3-3Ab

Gloeobacter violaceus PCC 7421, gvip021
4@‘2 Synechococcus

Prochlorococcus
Cyanothece sp. PCC 7424, PCC7424DRAFT_4429
Lyngbya sp. _1763
Acaryochloris marina MBIC11017, AM1_5490
Gloeobacter violaceus PCC 7421,

Ralstonia pickettii 12D

Shewanella denitrificans 0s217

OR) gluconacetobacter diazotrophicus PAl S

CC 8106, 1.B106_17632

vip070

b.Proteobacteria .

o Proteobacteria )
a.Proteobacteria

ulfurihydrogenibium azorense Az-Ful——Aquificales

6 PO

Fig. 6 Phylogenetic tree of PO homologs

SEL AT PipX HEAL A NtcA HEEA AT P O
AR, T 20 220K 7 S T O P 0 40 T A A — AN AR 1)
733, PipX F1 NtcA SR ] 16S rDNA FEALHY
A [ 2R e Y MR A [ Z2 R AN S T
IO 240 R ] 220 S0 BN 7 S T S 0 B 40 0T
3N S, AR BN HEAA 3 AN S 2 T (R 3R 25 1
ALEVEZE R, BAR PO MEAL R 55 o Ath AL AR AH LU AE
[ S0 1R 20 SCHIH b 85 0 A7 AE — B 7 S, (HE 3E A
T 3B &+ AR AL, AT LB AR ST o T ANE AT T
NtcA [ 456 Be AR 25 R 3 (1 24 05 1R e 41, 1 it 7
XY Ik A (B4 A7 W7R) , RIW NteA 25 H
JPHIRIE AR 5 NtcA 45 A0 A4 4548 38U 91 Rk AL,
P ELA AL

34w

ITAF R, - bifi A5 25 DR 20 R0 Dl 266 DR 20 5 1)
I RE, ARG A B AT VL R AT R B 2
AL R A B TR R R, A Y TR
W2 ARG . AR SR AEDME B2 07
PO RGN PipX HEAT 3 A, TOOI T A HE A
L W 40P PipX A K AR B B, 2K
/N 90 AN EEERR (L 10. 7 ku), B SE B
8. 62, k& T 1E Crocosphaera watsonii WH 8501 [x )&
b PipX h BRIE S Ab, A A B B G )
Shf UL RBR BERT SN A s 3, B ESAE D E
(RIRE A ; 8] v B A — B Dl BB Bl v R 1R 45 44
85§, JC IR gk oA IR e, o5 I B D

&5 N B S SRS R, B T AR R
YrE R 2 5 2 S xRS 5w AR
B o

SIHT pip X DRI A% R - E [ 00 40 TR 0 A v
] 22 AR 7= S T L Al v o, pip X SRR i R
A—A~ 650 bp ZrA I DAL, JE L g v 1) 125 IR %
AN R 1YY T i 25 A 3. A T B AN B, pipX
FERRA AR (22 3, FEAR AT LA 4Rk 220K 7 57 F e
WEAH B 22 IRAS 77 5 T I A o R Al AN 7 R T
JRLSE AR IX 3 Fh i DN %, HfE T pipX BRI kAL 5
16S rDNA [Fik AU A7 A A BAYE o

X} 16S rDNA HELH 5 PipX 3E 40 A% 34T 43 Bt
I8, K PipX AFAE T L P A W 4 v v, S6 1
B 5 16S rDNA HE4L A 2L, 1] & Al fig
AECYE T AN TR 1 L A A5G, %) 16S rDNA. PipX.
NtcA F1 P 0 iX 4 MR AT 007 5 LA, RIR
NtcA B 5 PipX HEALH KA. T 16S rDNA
1R, PO BHEA S PipX HEALR AT 16S rDN A itk
P JLA R B R 0 90 b S50 — Rz, (3
AN R 25 R A2+ 43 A B . T A, PipX Fi
PO 5 NtcA [1AH B 1 FH A2k A 1 1% 23 47 8o
PipX 55 P O 75 F-26 [F 50 J& b 1t kAT — 5 22001,
EAE G 23 W5 40 B P I 1 — B0, 534k, PipX
FeA R s ol B S R B A BRI e, 455
Espinosa 5 A X SR EK i 4 18 PCC 7942 1 PipX 1)
WFFE g5 ™ #E 0 PipX Al A% % 05 4 AR iR A
TR Ntc AP O 4K 53— ANE B E N .



54

RPN

o529 3

(1

[2]

[3]

!
Z % X Wk

STANIER R Y, COHEN2BAZIRE G. Phototrophic prokaryotes:
the cyanobacteria[ J]. Annu Rev Microbiol, 1977, 31:223274.
GOLDEN J W, YOON H S. Heterocyst development in Ana2
baena[J]. Curr Opin Microbiol, 2003, 6: 5572563.

LIJH, LAURENT S, KONDE V, et al. An increase in the lev2
el of 2oxoglutarate promotes heterocyst development in the
cyanobacterium Anabaena sp. strain PCC 7120[ J]. Microbiolo2
gy, 2003, 149: 325723263.

LAURENT S, CHEN H, BEDU S, et al. Nonmetabolizable an2
alogue of 2oxoglutarrate elicits heterocyst differentiation un2
der repressive conditions in Anabaena sp. PCC 7120[ J]. Proc
Natl Acad Sci USA, 2005, 102: 9902 9912.

ZHANG C C,LAURENT S, SAKR S, et al. Heterocyst differ2
entiation and pattern formation in cyanobacteria: a chorus of
signals[ J]. Mol Microbiol, 2006, 59: 362 375.

[6]

[8]

[9

[10]

(1]

[12]

OSANAI T, TANAKA K. Keeping in touch with PO : P 0 2in2
teracting proteins in unicellular cyanobacteria[ J]. Plant Cell
Physiol, 2007, 48(7): 908 914.

ESPINOSA J, FORCHHAMMER K, BURILLO §, et al. Inter2
action network in cyanobacterial nitrogen regulation: PipX, a
protein that interacts in a 2oxoglutarate dependent manner
with PO and NtcA[J]. Mol Microbiol, 2006, 61: 4572 469.
ESPINOSA J, FORCHHAMMER K, and CONTRERAS A. Role
of the Synechococcus PCC 7942 nitrogen regulator protein PipX in
NtcA2 controlled processeq J] . Microbiology, 2007, 153: 712718,
DEREEPER A, GUIGNON V, BLANC G, et al. Phylogeny. fr:
robust phylogenetic analysis for the nom2specialist[ J]. Nucleic
Acids Research, 2008, 36: 463 469.

COMBET C,BLANCHET C, GEOURJON C, et al. NPS@:
network protein sequence analysis [ J]. Trends Biochem Sci,
2000, 25(3): 142150.

FINN R D, TATE J, MISTRY J, et al. The PFAM protein
families database[J]. Nucleic Acids Research, 2008, 36: 2812
288.

JENSEN L J, STARFELDT H H, BRUNAK S. Prediction of
human protein function according to gene ontology categories
[J]. Bioinformatics, 2003, 19: 632642.

Bioinformatics Analysis of PipX, a Protein Interacting
with PO or NtcA in Cyanobacteria

ZHANG Peng WANG Li

CHEN Wen2li
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University, Wuhan 430070, China

Abstract The mult2sequence homologous alignment of PipX in cyanobacteria and the conser ved se2

quences were analyzed by bioinfor matics softwares and websites such as NCBI, Expasy and so on. The

secondary structure and structural domain of PipX was predicted and pipX gene clusters were dissected.
The phylogenetic tree of 16S rDNA in cyanobacteria was constructed. In addition, the phylogenetic rela2

tionships among PipX, NtcA and PO were studied by constructing phylogenetic trees of these genes. The

results indicated that PipX is an important regulation protein in the nitrogen metabolism of cyanobacteria

in addition to NtcA and PO, and might have important physiological functions.
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