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Rural Migrant Workers Returning to Hometowns for Entrepre-
neurship and Wage Income of Rural Residents

LIU Xiaoying, ZHANG Zhiheng, NIU Wentao

Abstract By constructing a policy evaluation index system for returning migrant workers’ entre-
preneurship policies, this paper uses policy texts at the provincial level and above from 2008 to 2022 as
the data source.Based on the PMC index model and text analysis unit coding, the comprehensive effec-
tiveness of policies and the intensity of policy tools usage are calculated.On this basis, this paper finally
constructed a fixed effects model to reveal the impact mechanism of returning migrant workers’ entrepre-
neurship policies on the wage income level of rural residents. The results indicate that these policies can
help improve the wage income level of this group by expanding their non-agricultural employment chan-
nels.However, the effects of different types of policy tools on wage income vary.Demand oriented policy
tools contribute significantly to raising the wage income of rural residents, while supply oriented and en-
vironment oriented policy tools show no significant effect. In practice, supply oriented policy tools lack
sufficient support in the later stages of entrepreneurship, and environment oriented policy tools exhibit in-
adequate risk control, leading to a relative weakening of their policy effectiveness. Accordingly, it is rec-
ommended to enhance support and risk prevention for returning migrant workers’ entrepreneurship and
strengthen coordination among policy-making departments.

Key words rural migrant workers; policy for returning to hometowns for entrepreneurship; wage

income; policy tools
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