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Does the Integration of Urban and Rural Social Security Enhance
Farmers’ Sense of Happiness?

CHU Liping, GAO Jing

Abstract Improving farmers’ sense of happiness is an important indicator of achieving common
prosperity, and the integration of urban and rural social security, which is an essential path toward this
goal, ensures that farmers share the fruits of reform and development by narrowing the urban-rural gap.
Based on the data of China General Social Survey (CGSS) from 2012 to 2021, the ordered Probit model
and KHB method are used to explore the impact of urban and rural social security integration on farmers’
sense of happiness and its mechanism of action. The study shows that the integration of urban and rural
social security significantly improves farmers’ sense of happiness, especially among CPC members and
the elderly.Compared with the integration of urban and rural social welfare , the integration of social insur-
ance and social assistance between urban and rural areas has a more significant effect on improving farm-
ers’ sense of happiness.Mechanism analysis indicates that the integration of urban and rural social security
helps farmers transfer pension and medical risks and strengthen family identity, thereby improving farm-
ers’ sense of happiness.Marginal effect reveals that for every unit increase in the integration of urban and
rural social security, the probability of farmers feeling “relatively happy” and “very happy” increases by
0.378 and 0.546 respectively. Based on these findings, it is recommended to further promote the deepen-
ing of urban and rural social security integration and increase the payment of social security for specific
groups in rural areas.

Key words farmers’ sense of happiness; urban and rural social security integration; risk transfer;

class identity
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