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Peasant Life in China as an Illumination for Localization Practice of
Farmers’ Coopperatives

YANG Yanwen

Abstract The methodological principle of “pursuing knowledge from reality”and the academic te-
net of “aiming at enriching the people”contained in “Peasant Life in China” have inspired generations of
scholars to explore the unique path of China’s modernization. There have been a lot of studies and expla-
nations on its contribution with regard to its research method innovation and academic theory, but the
practical principle of“organized social change”revealed in the book has not attracted enough attention and
due discussion. This study summarizes and reproduces the vivid story of 100 years ago when the educated
youth carried out rural cooperative undertakings in Jiangcun Village and led the rural modernization trans-
formation, and holds that on the practical level of social reform the basic relations among the reproduction
of peasant households and the rural economy, social and cultural systems revealed in the book provide
rich inspirations for cooperative localization practice and promote agricultural and rural modernization re-
form under the new space-time conditions: such as identifying the farmers’needs, potential basis and fea-
sible cooperation path of farmers’ cooperation in the new era; strengthening the subjectivity of farmers’
participation in cooperation; combining the development of cooperatives with the promotion of the mod-
ernization of rural social culture and local governance system; carrying out localization transformation of
cooperative organization culture combined with our country’ s basic national conditions and vigorously
cultivating high-quality farmers with a modern sense of cooperation and managerial ability.

Key words “Peasant Life in China” ; farmers’ cooperative; agricultural and rural modernization;

localizational practice
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