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Family Intergenerational Division of Labor and Advancenment
of Rural Women’s Status

LI Yongping

Abstract The family intergenerational division of labor pattern formed in rural China during the
transition period is of great significance for the promotion of women’s employment and advancement of
women’ s status. The intergenerational division of labor frees young and middle-aged women from the
burden of housework, eases the tension between women’s professional and family roles, and lays an im-
portant foundation for women’ s continuous participation in the market. The model of intergenerational
division of labor, which is based on the responsibility ethic of the parent to the offspring and the life logic
of family-oriented life, is an important way for peasant families to cope with the pressure of modernity in
the transition period. The analysis of this paper shows that the intergenerational division of labor has re-
shaped the relationship between women and the family, and the advancement of women’ s status is no
longer the result of the power struggle and power game within the family, but the product of the func-
tional integration of the family, thus transcending the horizon of the family power struggle. Therefore,
the research on the status of women should promote the positive interaction between women’ s rights
and family development, based on the local social foundation and institutional environment of China so as
to realize the goal of improving women s status and living a better life.

Key words division of intergenerational; status of women; labor marketization; family as the

unit; transformation of family
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