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Why is the High Bride Price Possible: A Constructivist Interpreta-
tion Based on Labor Incentive and Consumption Mechanism

CHEN Jinghuan

Abstract In recent years the high bride price is common, and the role of macro level can’t be ig-
nored in the process of bride gifts rising. Based on labor compensation and property transfer theory, this
paper takes the rural areas of Hebei province as an example, reveals the structural factors of the bride
price increasing from the perspective of mechanism change and explains the reinterpretation of the signifi-
cance of bride price by relevant actors brought by mechanism change. After the founding of the PRC, the
orientation of China’ s labor system changed from patriotic labor motivation to self-motivation, and the
orientation of the consumption system changed from patriotic economy to consumerism. Hence, the ma-
terial basis of the increase in bride price is the improvement of personal income and consumption level,
which creates a gap between individuals, and bride price becomes an important source of bridging the
gap between income and consumption; the psychological basis for the increase of bride price is that the
pursuit of personal income and consumption become a reasonable demand and bride price has become an
important source to meet the demand. The transformation of the two mechanisms promotes the transition
from ritual to secularization of the bride price, which bears the compensation function of labor income dif-
ference and the transfer function of consumption ability. The high bride price is not only the result of indi-
vidual subjective choice, but also the result of the construction of social mechanisms, which needs to be
understood from a macro and comprehensive perspective.

Key words high bride price in rural areas; labor incentive system; consumption system; compensa-

tion of labor income; transformation of consumption ability
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