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Research on the Influence of the Education Level of Village Direc-
tors on the Income of Rural Residents

ZHUANG Tianhui, HU Shuang, HE Jiaxin

Abstract The intellectualization of village directors is not only related to the quality of the grass-
roots talent team, but also affects farmers’ production and rural economic development. Based on the
panel data of the China L.abor Force Dynamics Survey (CLLDS) in 2014 and 2016, the article conducted a
research on the impact of the education level of village directors on the income of rural residents. The
study found that when a person with higher education is elected as a village director, the total per capita
income of a farmer’s family can be significantly increased. Moreover, with the coexistence of diversifica-
tion of farmers’ income and the heterogeneity within farmers, the effect of the village director has ben-
efited different farmers, which significantly increased the per capita agricultural income of large growers
and the per capita non-agricultural income of low-income farmers. In areas with information poor such as
mountainous areas, the education level of village directors has a more obvious impact on the income and
structure of farmers’ families, which can increase the per capita non-agricultural income and per capita
property income of farmers in mountainous areas, and reduce their per capita income from subsistence al-
lowances. Establishing and improving the rural talent introduction and incentive mechanism, implement-
ing differentiated policies for farmer families with different resource endowments and location conditions
will contribute to the revitalization of rural talents, reduce relative poverty, and increase farmer house-
hold income.

Key words village directors; rural residents; education level; income increase
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