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How Food Safety Certification Labels Affect Consumers’ Preferences?

——A Case Study of Organic Tomatoes

YIN Shi-jiu'*,CHEN Mo*,XU Ying-jun®
(1. Research Center of Agricultural Modernization and Rural Development ,
Zhejiang University , Hangzhou,Zhejiang, 310058;
2. The New Countryside Construction Research Center of Shandong ,
Qufu Normal University, Rizhao,Shandong . 276826)

Abstract This paper, taking organic tomato for example, uses BDM mechanism auction experi-
ment to study consumer’s preferences of food safety certification labels and then it analyzes the related
influencing factors with the help of multivariate Probit model. The result shows that consumers’ bid for
tomatoes with EU organic certified label is much higher than those with Chinese organic certified labels,
but it has no obvious difference with the bid for tomatoes labeled with both kinds of labels. For consum-
ers with different personal features, their preferences for certification labels are different. Consumer’s
food safety awareness and knowledge of organic have positive influence on their willingness to pay, while
the influence of environmental awareness on consumer’s preferences for certification label is not signifi-
cant. Therefore, this paper proposes that government certification system arrangement and strategic de-
cisions of the manufacturers should give full consideration to consumer preferences of different certifica-
tion label so as to meet the diverse market demands.

Key words organic tomato; willingness to pay; BDM mechanism; auction experiments; multivari-

ate Probit model
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