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Behavior Ability, Trading Features and Degree of Horizontal Specialization

——A Case Study based on Farmer’s Questionnaire

70U Bao-ling,ZHONG Wen-jing
(The Research Institute of China Agriculture Industrial Development ,

South China Agricultural University ,Guangzhou,Guangdong ,510642)

Abstract The common feature of small-scale farmers is the diversification of production. However,
specialization is the inevitable trend in the change of operational method in order to achieve comparative
advantages and benefits. Farmer’s horizontal specialization is determined by farmer’s resource endow-

ment, behavior ability and trading features of farmer’s participation in the division. This paper constructs

the framework of “behavior ability-trading features horizontal specialization degree” first and then
measures the horizontal specialization from concentration of planting variety, concentration of planting
scale and concentration of sales scale in accordance with the farmer’s sampling questionnaire and finally
analyzes these influencing factors. The result shows that the basic elements of agricultural production,
such as water resources,labor resources etc are the important elements affecting the specialization, while
flat land and thicket of land are the basic conditions of specialized operation. The farmer’s disposal abili-
ty has great influence on horizontal specialization, while trading scale and trading risk have no obvious in-

fluence.
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