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Farmers, Participation in Horizontal Division: Measure and Comparison

——A Questionnaire from Farmers in Guangdong

JIANG Xue-ping, LI Shang-pu
(The Research Institute of China Agriculture Industrial Development ,

South China Agricultural University ,Guangzhou,Guangdong ,510642)

Abstract The specialization of agriculture is an important aspect in the change of agricultural man-
agement. This paper expounds the main mode and decision mechanism of farmer’s participation in the
horizontal division of labor and specialization and builds the index of farmers planting division of labor
and specialization. Based on the questionnaire of Guangdong province, this paper measures,analyzes and
compares the influencing factors of farmer’s planting horizontal specialization. The result shows that the
specialization degree of grain is greatly influenced by land scale, higher degree specialization shall be
matched with larger scale, that is,larger planting areas and comparably smaller land fields. Specialization
degree of vegetables is slightly influenced by land scale, while weakness of agricultural labors is not in-
fluenced by it. Fruits and flowers are largely affected by land scale, market,labor weakness, capital in-
vestment, transportation in villages. Therefore, this paper puts forward some relevant suggestions.

Key words specialized operation; horizontal division of labor; concentration; planting scale
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