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Study on Effects of Information Communication on Public
Attitude towards Genetically Modified Foods

YU Xia, YU A-na
(College of Humanities and Social Science , Huazhong Agricultural University ,
Wuhan s Hubei ,430070)

Abstract Based on Army Experiment and Persuasion Theory of Carl Hovland, this paper carries
out the control experiment about how different information influences public attitude towards genetically
modified foods(GMF) under the same or similar educational background. The result shows that different
information has significant effects on public attitude towards GMF, but the direction is different. The
public has the positive attitude towards GMF under positive information, and negative attitude under
negative information,with the latter more influential than the former normally and even in a double-si-
ded information circumstance. Therefore, this paper proposes to build a communication platform for
GMF risk information, make the most of positive functions of experts, government and mass media,in-
tegrate the approaches for communication,select information for communication in a scientific way so as
to make the public form a rational attitude towards GMF.

Key words genetically modified foods(GMF) ; public attitude; positive information; negative infor-

mation; double-sided information
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a whole,and the loss was 312. 34 thousand hectares, which could not meet their own needs. Interprovin-
cial difference of cultivated land resources was large,among the 18 surplus areas, Xiangyang district had
the maximum surplus which was about 108. 901 thousand hectares, Baokang had the minimal surplus
which was 59. 726 hectares. While among the 37 loss areas, Wuchang district had the biggest loss of
149. 448 thousand hectares, Chibi city had the least loss of 293. 287 hectares. Combined with the main
function zones of Hubei province, this paper analyses the distribution regularity of cultivated land protec-
tion compensation and finds that repayment areas of economic compensation for cultivated land protec-
tion mainly distributed in the main producing areas of agricultural products, payment areas mainly dis-
tributed in the key development areas,counties (cities,districts) belonging to key ecological function ar-
eas were almost the payment areas and balance areas.

Key words cultivated land protection; zoning of economic compensation; food security model;

main function zones
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