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Study on Membership Heterogeneity in Farmer Cooperatives:

Retrospect and Prospect

LOU Dong, KONG Xiang-zhi
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development , Renmin University of China ,

Beijing, 100872)

Abstract Based on the literature review on membership heterogeneity in cooperatives, this paper
finds that the reasons for the membership heterogeneity in cooperatives are complex, and different
scholars have different opinions on membership heterogeneity. Besides, the reality of the membership
heterogeneity in cooperatives is existed, and with the development of cooperatives, the membership het-
erogeneity will become more serious. Membership heterogeneity has both positive and negative influ-
ences on cooperatives’ development. Finally, this paper discusses and forecasts the theory innovation of
membership heterogeneity and farmer cooperatives.

Key words membership heterogeneity; farmer cooperatives; resources endowment; democratic

management; income distribution; theory innovation
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