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A Century History of the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers’ Society : 1844 — 1944

LV Ya-rong,LI Deng-wang. WANG Jia-yue
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development ,
Renmin University of China ,Beijing,100872)

Abstract The Rochdale Pioneers’ Society is regarded as the prototype of the modern co-operative
society and the founder of the Co-operative Movement. In this paper we first analyze the social back-
ground of its establishment in detail,and then we summarize its principles and make a description about
its development from several aspects,such as changes of the number of the membership,trading volume
and turnover,business innovation and education training. Finally,we put forward a series of suggestions
such as attaching more attention to the fairness of allocation,respecting members democratic rights, pro-
viding more education and training programs to promote the development of rural cooperatives in our
country.

Key words Rochdale Equitable Pioneers’ Society; the rural professional cooperative; social back-

ground; principles; development history; experiences

(THE%SH. .5V F)





