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Property Rights Cognition, Action Capacity and Contract
Signing Behavior of Farmland Transfer

——Based on Survey of 890 Household Farmers in China

LIU Yi-ming,LUOQO Bi-liang,ZHENG Yan-li
(College of Economics and Management ,South China Agricultural University ,
Guangzhou,Guangdong ,510642)

Abstract This paper is trying to explore the impacts of farmer’s cognition of property rights of
farmland, capacity of action, characteristics of farmers’ endowment and the features of transferred land
on farmers’ behavior of signing a contract when farmers participated in the farmland transfer,using the
Logistic model based on the survey of 890 rural households in China. The result shows that farmers’
cognition on exclusive rights of arable land, farmers’ transaction capacity, non-agricultural occupation,
and the target and patterns of transaction will have impact on farmers’ signing contract behavior. There-
fore,some policy suggestions are proposed as household’s land rights should be stabilized and defined le-
gally, other social groups’ behaviors should be regulated and limited, national laws and policies should
be propagandized and explained further to strengthen the farmers’ understanding and help them protect
their rights and interests, and finally social security of those farmers who moved to the city should be
improved to promote contractization and standardization of farmland transfer so as to ensure those mi-
grant workers’rights and interests.

Key words land system; farmland transfer; property rights cognition; action capacity; behavior of

signing a contract
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