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Mother for the Second Time: Changes of Roles for Rural Left-behind
Old Women During Transitional Period

—— A Case Study in L Village of Xishui County, Hubei Province

KONG Hai-e
(College of Politics and Law ,Jianghan University ,Wuhan s Hubei ,430056)

Abstract During social transition and with the deepening of reform and opening-up,more and more
young parents in the rural areas go out to work in cities ,leaving their young children to live with grand-
parents. Based on the survey in L Village, Xishui county, this paper discovers that role of left-behind
grandmothers in bringing up grandchildren has changed. Such changes have led to the transformation in
rural family structure and familiy relationship.including the formation of a new triangle family between
grandparents and grandchildren and a core family which crosses the geneations; intimate relationships
between grandparents and grandchildren and improvement of relationship between mothers-in-law and
daughters-in-law. Altough the re-undertaking of roles for rural left-behind old women as second mother
enables young parents to go out to work in the cities without worries,the raising for children is still neg-
atively influenced. Therefore, this paper proposes several corresponding suggestions.

Key words mother for the second time; left-behind old women; bringing up children skipping gen-

eration; bring-up role; family structure
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