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Legal Protecting Models of China’s Geographical Indications:

Conflicts and Countermeasures

WU Bin
(College of Foreign Languages s Huazhong Agricultural University sWuhan , Hubei ,430070)

Abstract Two main protecting models are used to protect China’s geographical indications:one is
the model protected by Trademark LLaw and other trademark regulations concerned, the other is protec-
ted by special legislations,both of which have made great contributions to the development of China’s
geographical indications. But in reality,chaos and conflicts are doomed to be the results of two protecting
models focusing on the same object. In China, these two protecting models can be integrated to take ad-
vantage of their respective superiorities so as to effectively protect geographical indications. This paper
analyzes several conflicts resulting from the two models and puts forward some corresponding measures
to solve these conflicts. These measures include unifying definition of geographical indication, unifying
special mark of products, protecting methods, product criteria and identification procedure; combining
the registration system of geographical indication so as to solve problems left over by history; establis-
hing information data base of geographical indication to share the information. Therefore, the two protec-
ting models in China can be integrated with the purpose of completely and effectively protecting geo-
graphical indication.

Key words geographical indication; geographical indication protection; protection mode; model of

trade mark law; model of special legislation
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