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A Study on Language Learning Strategy Use
of EFL Students in a Agricultural University

——A Comprehensive Study Covering Students at All Stages in a University

YAO Xiao-jun,CHEN Jing, YANG Ya-min
(College of Foreign Language s Huazhong Agricultural University sWuhan s Hubei ,430070)

Abstract This study investigated the language learning strategy use of 607 EFL students at differ-
ent learning stages in a agricultural university. Using Oxford’s Strategy Inventory for LLanguage Learn-
ing (SILL),the study examined the overall learning strategy use of these students, the relationship be-
tween language learning strategy use and second language proficiency,differences in strategy use across
gender, learning stage and home. The study found that the students preferred to use social strategies
most,whereas they showed the least use of affective and memory strategies. Females tended to use strat-
egies more frequently than males. Students at different learning stages had different preference for differ-
ent strategies. Students from countryside showed less frequency in the use of those strategies which were
more closely related to language proficiency. The pedagogical implications of the findings were dis-
cussed.

Key words language learning strategy; strategy inventory for language learning (SILL); English

learning
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