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Abstract

This paper, modeled upon the literary criticism of Archetypal Approach, makes analyses

of the motif of “Hero Quest” shared by the following classical short stories and novels in American liter-

ature,namely, Washington Irving’ s “Rip Van Winkle”, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman

Brown,” Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn,Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises,and D « J + Salin-

ger’s The Catcher in the Rye. The archetype,first represented in “Rip Van Winkle,” characterizes the

fives works from different eras in different artistic and aesthetic forms. The archetype has become one of

the themes of the short stories and novels mentioned above. Furthermore,it has found its way into many

other novels in the storehouse of American literature and has been part of the traditional literary

themes.
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