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Abstract

The Equitable Principle is the customary international law progressively developed in the

practice of continental shelf delimitation,which could date back to the Grisbddarna Case between Sweden

and Norway (the Permanent Court of Arbitration) in 1909. In that case,the PCA (Permanent Court of

Arbitration) considered the relevant circumstances related to “equitability” for the first time. In the fol-

lowing international practice,the IC] and other international institutions applied and developed the Equi-

table Principle when they made judgment on the delimitation of continental shelf. As a result, the Equita-

ble Principle has become the customary international law in the delimitation of continental shelf. Based

on the development of equitable principle,this paper analyzes the legal status and the developing trends

of the Equitable Principle,and concludes that the Equitable Principle should be first applied in the Sino-

Japan Continental Shelf Delimitation.
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